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the other forms of the present, especially in the Anglian
dialect, as help(e)st, help(e)]>; fealst, featy, feallest,
feallej); weorpest, weorpef, beside older hilpst, hilpj>;
fielst, fielf; wierpst, wierpf.
On ii- or o/a-umlaut of a, e in the first pers. sing., and
the pi. in the non-WS. dialects, see § 48. On the breaking
of Germanic a to ea, as in feallan, healp, wearp, and of e
to eo, as in weorpan, see § 49. On the vowel contraction
in the present of the contracted verbs, see § 139.
Strong verbs like biddan, to pray, hliehhan, to laugh,
licgan, to he down, sittan, to sit, had single medial con-
sonants in the second and third pers. sing., because the j,
which caused the doubling of the consonants in the other
forms of the present, had disappeared before the West
Germanic doubling of consonants took place, whence bitst,
bit(t); hliehst, hliehf ; lig(e)st, lig(e)>; sitst, sit(t).
§ 485. Infinitive: On the o/a-umlaut in the non-WS.
dialects, see § 48.
§ 486. Pret. indicative: The West Germanic languages
only preserved the old pret. (originally perfect) of the
second pers. sing, in the preterite-present verbs (see §§ 481,
539). In all other strong verbs the OE. second pers. sing.
was formed direct from the pret. subjunctive, which
accounts for the absence of i-umlaut in the stem-syllable
and the preservation of the final -e after both short and
long stems, as ride, cure, £c., and bsere, hulpe, bttnde,
&c. The regular forms would have been ride, *cyre, and
*bser, *hylp, *bynd.
On the question ot u-umlaut in the plural of verbs
belonging to class I, see § 101.
§487- Pret. subjunctive: If the OE. pret. subjunctive
had been normally developed from the corresponding
prim. Germanic forms, it would have had i-umlaut in the
stem-syllable as in O. Icelandic. But this tense took the
endings of the pres. subjunctive in the prehistoric period

